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The University of Hawai‘i John A. Burns School of Medicine (JABSOM) allows, under 
extraordinary circumstances, a student to apply for admission with advanced standing into the 
third or fourth year of the JABSOM curriculum.  Applications for advanced standing will be 
considered only when space is available.  The school assumes no obligation to accept transfer 
students under any circumstances. 
 
Only those who demonstrate compelling circumstances will be considered.  JABSOM reserves 
the right to make the sole and final determination as to what constitutes “extraordinary” or 
“compelling” circumstances.  Acceptances are the exception rather than the rule. 
 
All applicants must meet the acceptance criteria for entering students to the John A. Burns 
School of Medicine as determined by the JABSOM Admissions Committee.  An applicant for 
advanced standing must be currently or previously enrolled in a LCME accredited medical 
school for a minimum of one year full-time.  Applicants must have attended a medical school 
that utilizes Problem-Based Learning (PBL).  Additionally, the applicant must have successfully 
completed all of the basic science or pre-clerkship coursework at an LCME accredited school  
prior to the time of enrollment at JABSOM and must be in good academic standing.   
 
Applicants meeting all requirements must submit to the JABSOM Director of Admissions: 
 

1. An application for advanced standing; 
2. A letter stating the reason for the request for transfer 
3. A Medical School Performance Evaluation letter or its equivalent written by the 

Dean/Associate Dean for Student Affairs or other designated official of the applicant’s 
current/previous medical school.  This must include: 

a. A description of the school’s curriculum and the extent to which (PBL) is utilized 
b. An explanation of the school’s grading system 
c. The academic and non-academic qualifications for the eventual practice of 

medicine of the individual  
d. The eligibility (or expected eligibility) of the individual for promotion to the next 

academic year at the student’s current medical school 
e. Mention of any infractions of the school’s code of ethical and behavioral conduct 

as well as any concerns regarding professionalism 
f. Mention of any leaves-of-absence, schedule modifications or breaks in enrollment 

4. A detailed description of courses completed or to be completed by the time of admission 
with advanced standing 

5. An official transcript 
6. National Board of Medical Examiners and United States Medical Licensing Exam results  

if applicable 
7. Three (3) complete patient history and physical examinations written by the applicant 
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